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Our Savior Lutheran Church members, through Christ, preach,

teach, listen, learn, and live so the world sees Christ through us.
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THE MIRROR OF OUR SAVIOR

December, 2025

Dear Members and Friends of Our Savior,

Every family has their Christmas traditions that
are an important part of the holiday. Carols to be sung,
cookies and treats to be made, those special moments
that bring joy and cheer. For our family, it’s regular
trips through Liberty Park to look at the Christmas
lights. We watch for them as we get closer to
Thanksgiving, noticing where the workers are putting
our favorite displays. We can see the lights from our
house, and most of our trips start or end with driving
through the park. Each year has added new lights and
made each trip a little bit longer, but it’s part of the joy
we look forward to each year. December is the month
with the most darkness, and the glow of the Christmas
lights bring comfort and joy to many people.

Lights in the darkness are a valuable part of our
Christmas celebrations. Throughout the life of the
Church, God’s people have looked for light in the
darkness. And that’s why, in our Wednesday services
throughout the season of Advent, we use the service of
Evening Prayer. Evening Prayer is based off the
ancient service of Vespers, which would be sung as
darkness descended on the monastery. It’s much easier
for us to find a light in the darkness; just flip the light
switch and the whole room lights up. Electricity is a
modern innovation, though. As the service of Vespers
began, lamps were lit with thanksgiving for light.
Evening Prayer begins with a thanksgiving for light,
and a light far greater than the blinking lights in
Liberty Park. “Jesus Christ is the Light of the world.
(John 8:12)” As we gather for worship on Wednesday
evenings, there is darkness all around us. The sun has
gone down, the darkness of sin hangs over the
creation, and who knows what evils take place under
the cover of darkness? And yet, Jesus Christ continues
to be the world’s light; “the light no darkness can
overcome. (John 1:5)” Even as evil and suffering
continue in a broken world, the forgiveness of sins and
Christ’s victory over sin and death continue to bring
light to the world. We pray for that victory to come to
us even now: “Let your light scatter the darkness (1
Corinthians 4:5)” And illumine Your Church (2
Corinthians 4:6)” The light scatters the darkness
through the preaching and teaching of Christ, for
which we gather. In the growing darkness of the

season and the darkness of a sinful world, the light of
God’s Word shines on us.

Following the opening verses, we sing a hymn
that can be traced back to the days of Basil the Great,
who served as Bishop in Caesarea and died in 379. It’s
faith worship of God connected to Christians of the
past 1700 years! The Phos Hilaron, or Gladsome
Light, is a hymn addressed to Christ. In ancient days, it
was during the Phos Hilaron that the candles in the
chancel were lit. It’s a beautiful imagery for the
candles to flicker into light as the Church sings
“Joyous light of glory of the Immortal Father.” Jesus
dwells with his people in their prayers; “the people
walking in darkness have seen a great light (Isaiah
9:2)”

The Service of Light concludes with a prayer of
thanksgiving. We have looked to the Light of the
world to give us light, and the Church gives honor and
glory to God for the light he has given to us and to all
his people. The prayer of thanksgiving builds on the
light of God’s guidance given to all generations,
blessing God for his continual care to generation after
generation. “Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of
the universe.” The Lord rules over the universe, who
heard his words on day one of his creation: “Let there
be light, and there was light. (Genesis 1:3)” God
continued to show his mercy to the Israelites as they
wandered in the wilderness: “...who led Your people
Israel by a pillar of cloud by name and a pillar of fire
by night.” The people were led to the Promised Land
thanks to God’s continual light and guidance. Is God
going to change how he cares for his creation now?
Certainly not. “Enlighten our darkness by the light of
Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a
light to our path.” God continues to guide us just as he
has the people of the past.

Lights twinkling in the darkness are a beloved
part of the Christmas season. As we prepare for our
Savior’s birth and his glorious appearing to make all
things new, those lights remind us of Jesus Christ, the
Light of the World. We wait for that day with hope:
“Arise, shine, for our light has come! (Isaiah 60:1)”

The Lord be with you!
Pastor Tessone
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SERVANTS GOD

I am usually in the office Monday through Thursday
from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM unless otherwise noted on
the church calendar or by the weekly events noted in
the weekly bulletin. I encourage you to contact me
when:

e You are going into the hospital; I'd like to visit
and pray with you. Let me know what hospital you
will be going to and when you will be there.
Please note: Unless you contact me, I don’t know
you are hospitalized. Due to HIPAA laws, the
hospitals do not contact me or the church, nor can
they disclose any information about your condition.

¢ You are facing any challenge and in need of the
fortification of God’s powerful Word and you
would like me to keep you in my prayers.

¢ You are wanting to be baptized or your child.

e You would like to receive the Lord’s Supper.

e You are planning to get married (I need to be
notified at least six months prior to the wedding
date to reserve the church and to set up times to
meet for the required pre-marriage Bible study and
Service planning).

You can reach us at the numbers listed below.

Brenda Clemonds, Secretary: 660-827-0226
Brenda’s Cell: 660-619-5741

Email: oslsecretaryl23(@gmail.com

Pastor Tessone’s Cell: 660-619-2055

Pastor Tessone’s Email: prtessoneosl@gmail.com
Website: QurSaviorSedalia.com

Listen to our broadcast each Sunday at 9am on KSIS
1050AM. You can livestream it through your
computer at https://ksisradio.com/listen-live/

Join us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/groups/oursaviorlutheranchurch/
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The following are just some of the opportunities
offered for you to be involved in Bible study with your
fellow brothers and sisters in Christ at Our Savior:

e Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday morning at
10am in the Fellowship Hall and is studying the
book of Genesis

e The Tuesday Morning Bible Study meets every
Tuesday morning at 10 AM in the fellowship hall.
We are studying the readings for the coming
Sunday.

e Men’s Evening Bible Study: This study meets on
the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 PM. We
are studying Islam.

e Women’s Bible Study: This group meets every
Thursday, at 6 PM. Our next study will begin in
January.
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Notice! The cost of the Radio Ministry is now
$170.00 per Sunday.

NOTE: If you enjoy the Radio Ministry and would like
to contribute toward sponsoring a Sunday in whole or
in part (smaller donations less than the full $170 will be
gladly accepted), please leave your donation at the
office or on the offering plate. Please write on the
check or envelope that you would like it to be
designated to the Radio Ministry so it can go to the
correct fund.

Thanks to those sponsoring the Radio Ministry in
December:

Dec 7™ — In Loving Memory of Dorothy Sparks
Dec 14" — Open
Dec 21% — In Loving Memory of Dorothy Sparks
Dec  28™ Cindy & Brenda Heimsoth in
Thanksgiving for Debbie Mueller

Ouwr Chuwrch Elders

Dec 374
9:00 AM: Robert Schlender
Dec 7t
9:00 AM: Gary Coulter
Dec 10t
9:00 AM: Joe Close
Dec 14t
9:00 AM: Bob Wheeler
Dec 17t
9:00 AM: Gene Perkins
Dec 21
9:00 AM: Chris Nierman
Dec 24t
9:00 AM: Wayne Goosen
Dec 25t
9:00 AM: Robert Schlender
Dec 28t
9:00 AM: Gary Coulter
Dec 31%

9:00 AM: Bob Wheeler

If you sign up for flowers AFTER the newsletter has been
printed, please contact the church secretary or call the altar
guild ladies directly to inform them of this information and
to let them know ***where your flowers are coming
from***, Please sign clearly on the line to let others know
when a week is taken. The Altar Guild for the month of
December will be: Dec 7™ & 10™ - Marlis Carl

Dec 14" & 17t - Arletta Garrett

Dec 21%- Patty Wheeler

Dec 24™ & 25 - Elisabeth Tessone

Dec 28™ & 31° - Nancy Burkhalter

Dec 7" — Tiffany Camirand in Loving Memory of
Ryker Camirand
Dec 14™ - Richard & Penny Camirand in Celebration
of our children & grandchildren
Dec 21% — Tessone Family in Celebration of Laura &
Fred Bliese’s Birthdays
Brenda & Cindy Heimsoth in
Thanksgiving of Debbie Mueller

Dec 28"
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Acolyte Schedule

Dec 7t
9:00 AM:

Dec 14"
9:00 AM:

Dec 21
9:00 AM:

Dec 28
9:00 AM:

Karson Lamb & Liam Robinson

Drew & Eli Moss



Dec 7™ — Robert & Jennifer Schlender
Dec 14™ — Open
Dec 21% — Kay Sparks
Dec 25™ — Robert & Jennifer Schlender
Dec 28" — Open

Dec 3" — Dennis Estel

Dec 7" — Mel Garrett
Dec 10™ — Mel Garrett
Dec 14" — Dennis Mueller
Dec 17"~ Dennis Mueller
Dec 21% — Dennis Estel
Dec 24™ — Dennise Mueller
Dec 25"~ Dennis Mueller
Dec 28" Mel Garrett
Dec 31% — Dennis Mueller

USHERS FOR DECEMBER

Dec 3
9:00 AM:  (3) Paul Curry, Kevin Carl, Matt Close,
Rylon Curry, Braden Jonson, & Ethan
Kaiser
Dec 7"
9:00 AM:  (4) Jerry Case, Jim Case, Brandon Hurt, Chris
Nierman & Wayne Nierman

Dec 10™
9:00 AM:  (4) Jerry Case, Jim Case, Brandon Hurt, Chris
Nierman & Wayne Nierman

Dec 14™
9:00 AM:  (5) Robert Curtis, Mark Abney, Tyler Abney,
Lloyd Heisterberg, Kenneth Tatum,
Randy Tatum & Don Wood
Dec 17"
9:00 AM:  (5) Robert Curtis, Mark Abney, Tyler Abney,
Lloyd Heisterberg, Kenneth Tatum,
Randy Tatum & Don Wood

Dec 21"

9:00 AM: (1) Joe Lollis, Gary Coulter, Gene Perkins,
Bob Wheeler & Cooper Woolery

Dec 24"

9:00 AM: (1) Joe Lollis, Gary Coulter, Gene Perkins,
Bob Wheeler & Cooper Woolery

Dec 25"
9:00 AM: (2) Peggy McAloose, Mason Goosen,
Jackson Hawkins, Scott Matz, Andrew
Matz, Tom Moss, Corey Owen, &
Robert Schlender
Dec 28™
9:00 AM:  (2) Peggy McAloose, Mason Goosen,
Jackson Hawkins, Scott Matz, Andrew
Matz, Tom Moss, Corey Owen, &
Robert Schlender
Dec 31"
9:00 AM:  (3) Paul Curry, Kevin Carl, Matt Close,
Rylon Curry, Braden Jonson, &
Ethan Kaiser
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CHURCH OFFERINGS may be mailed to the church
at your discretion.

THRIVENT MEMBERS: Don’t forget to allocate
your Choice Dollars! They can be allocated to many




different charities, including our congregation. For
more information, log on to the Thrivent website or
call a Thrivent representative for more information.
LISTEN OUR LUTHERAN RADIO STATION
KFUO at www.kfuo.org for Christian news and music.
It is also available on the App Store. You can now
listen to the Sunday Morning Service live broadcast of
Our Savior Lutheran Church on two FM stations as
well as KSIS 1050 AM. The two FM stations are 94.7
and FM 96.9. The cost to sponsor the broadcast will
remain the $170. Please consider sponsoring a Sunday
broadcast. It’s a nice way of honoring loved ones, a
birthday, an anniversary, or your special occasion.
LUTHERAN PUBLIC RADIO brings you sacred
music sung by the world’s greatest choirs. You can listen at
www. lutheranpublicradio.org, or find it on the App Store.
ATTENTION ALL USHERS: Please check for the
2026 Schedules in the Narthex.
CHRISTKINDLESMARKT: Come and visit the 6"
annual Saint Paul Christkindlesmarkt in Concordia,
Missouri. Come the weekend of December 12-13th.
The market will be open from 4pm to Spm on Friday,
Dec. 12th and from Ilam to 7pm on Saturday,
December 13th. The official opening ceremony, which
includes the introduction of the Concordia Christkind,
a performance by the Saint Paul Chamber Choir, and
German carols performed by the community brass
choir, is on Friday at 6pm. This is a traditional
German Christmas Market, with live performances,
vendors with all kinds, and activities for children. In
addition to lots of shopping, you can also purchase
traditional food at the market, including roasted nuts,
crepes, Bratwurst, and much, much
more! Kinderpunsch (children’s hot punch) will be
available for all; KC Bier will be selling authentic
German beer; we will also be making an authentic
Glithwein. This hot spiced wine is a popular,
traditional hot drink of the German Christmas markets.
For children, the Concordia Christkind will have a
story time with the children, telling both
THE Christmas story as well as other Christmas fairy
tales. For more information, please contact
christmasmarket@splhs.orgorvisitourwebsite at
https.//splhs.org/support/christkindlesmarkt/.

HEIT’S POINT INVITES YOU: We had to change
the dates of our Confirmation Retreat - so we just
wanted to keep you updated! Also, Pastor Marty Hasz
from the MO District LCMS office will be leading our
church elders' retreat instead of President Hagan.
YOU’RE INVITED:

* Women’s Retreat — Feb. 27-March 1

Please RSVP by calling the camp office at 660-668-
2363 or on our website:_heitspointlutheran.org

JOIN us December 6 for CHRISTMAS AT HEIT'S
POINT!! We will start at 10:30 am with a welcome
time and ice breakers, followed by a marvelous
presentation by Dr. Marsh's Kinderchor choir from
Concordia, MO. We will have an excellent ham
luncheon followed by a virtual devotion by Dr. Kari
Vo from Lutheran Hour Ministries. Then we'll take
some time to celebrate our wonderful staff, volunteers,
donors and all God has done here at Heit's Point
Lutheran Ministries in 2025! We'll end by 2 pm after
singing some Christmas carols together.

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL.: St. Paul's
Lutheran School - Personnel - We are looking to hire a
part-time assistant in the cafeteria to help Mrs. Walker
with lunch prep, serving, and cleanup. Two hours a
day from 10:00 to noon every day school is in session.
Pay is $14/hr. Call the school at 660-826-1925.

Council Minutes
October 1, 2025

Attendance: Pastor Tessone, Linda Close, Joe
Close, Melissa Matz, Lloyd Heisterberg, Robert
Brines, Earl Rasa, Jerry Case, Dave Curtis, Heather
Hawkins-Hoehne

The meeting was called to order and Pastor Tessone
opened with devotion and prayer.

Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the
minutes was made by Jerry Case, seconded by Joe
Close, and the motion carried.

Pastor Tessone’s Report:

Pastor Tessone has been working his way through his
shut-in visits for the month of October.

Confirmation has resumed, with classes from 6pm to
7:15pm on Sunday nights.

The Youth Group is planning to meet before
Confirmation classes on Sunday evenings.

Pastor Tessone has arranged and prepared all the
Sunday Services through October 5. He served the
people of Amigos de Cristo on September 21,
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Sunday morning Bible class has begun going through
the books of the Bible. We are going through Genesis
and looked at the Biblical account of the flood this past
Sunday. Men’s Bible study continues their study on
Islam. Women’s Bible study continues their book on
following Jesus in an age of confusion, and the
morning Bible study has been looking at the readings
for the coming Sunday each week.

Chapel at St. Paul’s continues each Wednesday at
8:15am, and all are welcome for chapel.

Pastor Tessone attended the pastor’s conference
September 9™ at Faith, Warsaw, the installation of
Rev. Keven Koester at Stover September 7%, the
Marriage and Family Conference meeting September
18", He also attended the Association meetings on
September 17" and September 29", and our bylaws
committee had two meetings on September 16" and
30,

Report of the Boards:

Board of Elders: Joe Close gave the report. The
membership report for September was 372 Baptized
and 273 Communicants. The average September 2025
attendance was 105.

The Board of Elders held their regular meeting on
September 15th. Pastor Tessone opened the meeting
with a devotion and his report that included his home
visits with shut-ins, which was greatly appreciated.

There were no changes to duty services for the next
month.

There were no transfers in or out.

The Rally Day breakfast was discussed, and it was
reported that it had donations totaling $162.25 and was
well received.

The Elders finalized plans for the Trunk-or-Treat event
scheduled for Friday, October 24". They will be
providing hot dogs.

The Elders had a report on more of the Telecare
Committee’s calls. The program is working well and
the Elders appreciate the information that they receive
and feel it is a valuable out reach to members that are
attending church and those that are not.

The Elders completed their part of the 2026 budget.
They discussed the viability of some of the line items
and with Pastor’s suggestions made appropriate
changes to the numbers. Changes were made when it
came to Altar Guild, supplies, bulletins, and special

worship supplies. The Elders are ready to submit that
information as part of the budget process.

Board of Education: Linda Close gave the report. The
Board of Education has been working on their portion
of the proposed 2026 budget and have reduced it to a
proposed $10,000 for the year.

Sunday School continues with Genesis in the “One
Room Schoolhouse.”

St. Paul’s Lutheran School currently has 79 students
enrolled. There are four teachers attending the LEA
Convocation. The St. Paul’s students will be singing at
Our Savior Lutheran Church in February. The children
finished their mum sales.

A Higher Things retreat will be November 7%-8" at St.
Matthew in Lee’s Summit. It is $45 for each middle
school through high school students for the overnight
stay.

Youth Group will be the 4" Sunday of each month at
4:30p.m. and will include food and activities.

For the Trunk-or-Treat on October 24" the Board of
Education has planned a game and will have Goldfish
Crackers for treats. Jill Robinson has plans for a
Dungeons and Dragons themed table and game.

Board of Trustees: Earl Rasa gave the report. A
workday is scheduled for October 13" to include
painting, sealing, etc.

The Trustees are currently looking into snow removal
bids. S&T provided services last year and Beverly
Dillon’s grandson had helped as well.

Masters Elevator came by and gave an estimate of
$80,800 to replace the elevator. TKL quoted close to
$170,000. As of right now, the elevator does not work
most of the time, and they are not contacting TKL
because they are not fixing it when they are called out.
Hopefully, the Trustees will have more estimates
before October’s voters’ meeting and will be looking
into fundraising to assist with the replacement costs.

Board of Finance: Rob Brines gave the report. The
total inflow for September was $20,609.23 with a total
outflow of $24,299.17 leaving a negative cash flow of
$3,689.94. The total inflow for Budget Year 2025 so

far was $180,576.69 with a total outflow of
$182,662.72 leaving a negative cash flow of
$2,086.03.



The uncoded offerings did not show up in the report in
10 instances that will have to be manually corrected,
hence the negative cash flows.

Committee Reports:

1. Nominating Committee: Dave
Curtis advised the letters have gone out,
and some have agreed to be nominated
while others have not. Hopefully, he will
have more names by Saturday.

2. Bylaw Committee: Committee has
finished the constitution and bylaws and
will go over it one more time at their next
meeting before presenting it to the voters.

3. Association Committee: The
Committee met on Monday and went over a
final review, and the plan is to have a copy
for the voters’ meeting in October and vote
on it at the January voters’ meeting prior to
sending it to the District for approval.

Old Business:

1. Budget: The Council wrote out the
proposed budget for 2026 to present at the
voters’ meeting. Jerry Case made a motion
to approve the budget for presentation; it
was seconded by Joe Close and the motion
carried.

New Business:

1. Ellis/Virginia Moore Estate: Terry
Gertz brought in a check for $2600 for the
Virginia Moore account.

Other Business:

Door Offerings: October 5" — People of the Book
Lutheran Outreach (POBLO)

Fellowship  Opportunities: Helping Hands
Fundraiser 10/18, Trunk-or-Treat 10/24, Circuit
Reformation Service at St. Paul’s 10/26

Next Meeting: Wednesday, November 5%

Pastor closed with a prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Heather Hawkins-Hoehne, Secretary

PLEASE PRAY FOR (HIGHLIGHTED names are new
additions/changes) Diane Bauer, Sandy Cordes, Nik Geotz,
Wilma Gertz, Joshua Harms, Georgiann Harsch, Sharon
Heinaman, Alena Hoeffling, Eden Hoeffling, Creed Kueker,
Matthew Kurz, Timothy Kurz, Tiffany Camirand, Gabe
Russell, Vicki Schafer, Hank & Ruth Theesfield, Carl &
Aimee Tilman, Ellis Tilman, Don Wood, Mark Gudde
(Richard’s Son - Pancreatic Cancer), Bonnie Oaks
(Recovering @ Barnes-Jewish for lung transplant), and Bill
McClure. DIAGNOSED/UNDERGOING TREATMENT
FOR CANCER: Krista Buford, Beth Burkhardt, Penny
Camirand, Kayla Dawson, Rom Fuerste, Sandy Gibson,
Steve Goldsmith, Rebecca Heimsoth, Daniel Hoehne,
Dorothy Kalthoff, Sally Kropp, Lois Kuhns, Randy Noyes,
Nancy Richey, Bill Shurp, Judy Smith, and Mary West
ILLNESS OR HOSPITALIZATION: Lisa Adcock,
Jamie Brandt, Rick Dillon, Brenda Dye, Karen Gerken,
Harrison Hurt, Allen Kehde, Alice Lee, Joan Mansfield,
Emilia Nance, Ervene Nothwehr, Bruce Tieman, Helen
Walter, CJ] Warner, Irma Wood, Bill McClure and Betty
Goldsmith.

IN NURSING FACILITIES: Jane Stuart (Primrose in
Sedalia) Ervene Nothwehr (EW Thompson Health & Rehab
Center), Sandy Cordes (Primrose), and Richard Gudde
(Sylvia Thompson).

MILITARY LIST: Evan Bise, Lauren Blakely
(Granddaughter of Jerry Blakely), Lois Christinsen, Nick
Fine, Don Griffis, Joshua Longenecker, Justin McCoy,
Justin Ryun, Spencer Johnson (grandson to Barry Walter)
and Matthew Yokely.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6
10am Bible Study 7pm Advent Service 1
, Pastor Tessone
6:30pm Men’s off

7pm Board Mtg Bible Study

8pm Council Mtg
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9am Communion NO Bible Study 7pm Advent Service
10am Bible Study Pastor Conference 1 Paovjt;t Tessone
Pearl Harbor Day
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9am Communion | 6:30pm Elder’s 10am Bible Study | 7pm Advent Service
10am Bible Study Mg mr Pastor Tessone

off
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9am Communion 10am Bible Study 7pm Christmas Eve 9am Christmas Srvc
10am Bible Study Candlelight Srvc Pastor Tessone
off
1% Day of Winter Christmas Eve Christmas Day
28 29 30 31
9am Communion 10am Bible Study 7pm New Year’s Eve
10am Bible Study Srve
New Year’s Eve




Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6
Katie Case Ryan Donohue Aiden Knoernschild | Payton Camirand | Steve & Jamie
Linda Close Gordon Sparks Aimee Tilman Krystal Durham Dehan
’ P Danny Williams David & JoAnn
Schlender
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Alex Heumsoth Joshua Ritzo Brantley Heiman
Aarfuz & Carol Scott Kreisel
Warner Eric & Melody
Friedly
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Sal McAloose Karen Gerken Richard Camirand | Andrew Lollis Gena Hogan
Annaliese
Robinson
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Denise Dove Don & Irma Wood | Steve Clarke Janet Gertz Paul Curry Matthew Roehrs
28 29 30 31
Nicki Judy Kay Tatum Betty Goldsmith Lois Nierman
McCullough Alexandra Dalton Trimnal
Lowman
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