A Surprising Savior – In Harm’s Way
[image: image1.jpg]:LORD

vor LIFE.





Wednesday, March 18
OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH (LCMS)

3700 West Broadway Blvd., Sedalia, MO  65301

Rev. Andrew Tessone, Pastor

Brenda Clemonds, Office Secretary

Church email:  oslsecretary123@gmail.com
Pastor Tessone's email:  prtessoneosl@gmail.com 

Website:  http://www.OurSaviorSedalia.com
Office:  660-827-0226     Pastor T:  660-619-2055     
MISSION STATEMENT:  "See Christ Through Us"
Our Savior Lutheran Church members, through Christ, preach, teach, listen, learn, and live so the world sees Christ through us.

WELCOME: As we hear the Word of God regularly in worship and personal devotions, many of the things Jesus does seem to be natural to us. His miracles, His mercy, His teachings are things that we know well. As we journey with Jesus on his road to the cross this Lent, we reconsider his words and actions and recognize the radical grace He comes to bring. Tonight, Jesus does not take the safe path. Caring for the needs of others puts him in harm’s way.
ENTRANCE PRAYER:  Grant me boldness to serve my neighbor in all circumstances, trusting that You will “preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge. (Psalm 16:1)”  Amen. 
THE ORDER OF WORSHIP – Compline (pg. 253)
No Prelude Music
Stand The Opening Hymn:  “Preserve Your Word, O Savior”
LSB #658
1
Preserve Your Word, O Savior,  To us this latter day,
And let Your kingdom flourish;  Enlarge Your Church, we pray.
O keep our faith from failing;  Keep hope’s bright star aglow.
Let nothing from truth turn us  While living here below.
2
Preserve, O Lord, Your honor,  The bold blasphemer smite;
Convince, convert, enlighten  The souls in error’s night.
Reveal Your will, dear Savior,  To all who dwell below,
Great light of all the living,  That all Your name may know.
3
Preserve, O Lord, Your Zion,  Bought dearly with Your blood;
Protect what You have chosen  Against the hellish flood.
Be always our defender  When dangers gather round;
When all the earth is crumbling,  Safe may Your Church be found.
4
Preserve Your Word and preaching,  The truth that makes us whole,
The mirror of Your glory,  The pow’r that saves the soul.
Oh, may this living water,  This dew of heav’nly grace,
Sustain us while here living  Until we see Your face.
5
Preserve in wave and tempest  Your storm-tossed little flock;
Assailed by wind and weather,  May it endure each shock.
Stand at the helm, our pilot,  And set the course aright;
Then we will reach the harbor  In Your eternal light.
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Stand The Invocation:  
[P]:
We come before the Lord our God with the words that signify His coming to us in our Baptism:  In the name of the Father and of the ( Son and of the Holy Spirit.

[C]: 
Amen.

[P]:
The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last. 

[C]: 
Amen.
[P]:
It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
[C]: 
to sing praise to Your name, O Most High;
[P]:
to herald Your love in the morning, 

[C]: 
Your truth at the close of day.
The Confession and Absolution of Sin:  
[P]:
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.
[C]: 
I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace.
[P]:
By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise in the morning to serve Him.  

[C]: 
Amen.  
Sit The Psalm:  (Psalm 5:5-8; antiphon, Psalm 69:14) 
[P]:
Deliver me from sinking in the mire; let me be delivered from my enemies and from the deep waters. 
[C]:
The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; you hate all evildoers. 

[P]:
You destroy those who speak lies; the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.
[C]:
But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your house. I will bow down toward your holy temple in the fear of you.  

[P]:
Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness because of my enemies; make your way straight before me.
[C]:
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.
[P]:
Deliver me from sinking in the mire; let me be delivered from my enemies and from the deep waters. 
The Office Hymn:  "In the Cross of Christ I Glory”
LSB #427
1
In the cross of Christ I glory,  Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time.
All the light of sacred story  Gathers round its head sublime.
2
When the woes of life o’ertake me,  Hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me;  Lo, it glows with peace and joy.
3
When the sun of bliss is beaming  Light and love upon my way,
From the cross the radiance streaming  Adds more luster to the day.
4
Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure  By the cross are sanctified;
Peace is there that knows no measure,  Joys that through all time abide.
Public domain
Old Testament Reading:
Numbers 14:1-11

1 Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that night. 2 And all the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The whole congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness! 3 Why is the Lord bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become a prey. Would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt?” 4 And they said to one another, “Let us choose a leader and go back to Egypt.”

5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the people of Israel. 6 And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes 7 and said to all the congregation of the people of Israel, “The land, which we passed through to spy it out, is an exceedingly good land. 8 If the Lord delights in us, he will bring us into this land and give it to us, a land that flows with milk and honey. 9 Only do not rebel against the Lord. And do not fear the people of the land, for they are bread for us. Their protection is removed from them, and the Lord is with us; do not fear them.” 10 Then all the congregation said to stone them with stones. But the glory of the Lord appeared at the tent of meeting to all the people of Israel.

11 And the Lord said to Moses, “How long will this people despise me? And how long will they not believe in me, in spite of all the signs that I have done among them?
[P]:
O Lord, have mercy on us.
[C]:
Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading:
Acts 20:17-24

17Now from Miletus [Paul] sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come to him.  18And when they came to him, he said to them:

“You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the first day that I set foot in Asia, 19serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that happened to me through the plots of the Jews; 20how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house, 21testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.  22And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there, 23except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me.  24But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.
[P]:
O Lord, have mercy on us.
[C]:
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Reading:
John 11:6-16

6 So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
[P]:
O Lord, have mercy on us.
[C]:
Thanks be to God.
The Sermon Hymn: "A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth”
LSB #438
1
A Lamb goes uncomplaining forth,   The guilt of sinners bearing 
And, laden with the sins of earth,   None else the burden sharing;
Goes patient on, grows weak and faint,  To slaughter led without complaint,   

That spotless life to offer,  He bears the stripes, the wounds, the lies,
The mockery, and yet replies,  “All this I gladly suffer.”
2
This Lamb is Christ, the soul’s great friend,   The Lamb of God, our Savior,
Whom God the Father chose to send   To gain for us His favor.
“Go forth, My Son,” the Father said,  “And free My children from their dread 
Of guilt and condemnation.  The wrath and stripes are hard to bear,
But by Your passion they will share   The fruit of Your salvation.”
3
“Yes, Father, yes, most willingly  I’ll bear what You command Me.
My will conforms to Your decree,  I’ll do what You have asked Me.” 
O wondrous Love, what have You done!  The Father offers up His Son,
Desiring our salvation.  O Love, how strong You are to save! 
You lay the One into the grave  Who built the earth’s foundation.
4
Lord, when Your glory I shall see  And taste Your kingdom’s pleasure, 
Your blood my royal robe shall be,  My joy beyond all measure!
When I appear before Your throne,  Your righteousness shall be my crown;
With these I need not hide me.  And there, in garments richly wrought,
As Your own bride shall we be brought  To stand in joy beside You.
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The Sermon:  “A Surprising Savior: In Harm’s Way”
John 11:6-16
The Offering

Stand The Prayers:  
[P]:
Hear my prayer, O Lord;   

[C]:
listen to my cry.
[P]:
Keep me as the apple of Your eye;
[C]:
hide me in the shadow of Your wings.
[P]:
In righteousness I shall see You;
[C]:
when I awake, Your presence will give me joy.
[P]:
Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are wearied by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

[C]:
Amen.
[P]:
Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
[C]:
Amen.
[P]:
Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is no threat. Be present, we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, especially those who watch and work on behalf of others. Grant them diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of others with confidence and compassion; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
[C]:
Amen.
[P]:
Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide with us and with Your whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end of our life, at the end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair, the night when death draws near. Abide with us and with all the faithful, now and forever.
[C]:
Amen. I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.
[P]:
Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
[C]:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.
The Benediction:  

[P]:
The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the ( Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you.
[C]:
Amen.

The Closing Hymn:  “O God of Mercy, God of Might”
LSB #852
1
O God of mercy, God of might,  In love and pity infinite,
Teach us, as ever in Thy sight,  To live our lives in Thee.
2
And Thou, who cam’st on earth to die  That our lost world might live thereby,
O hear us; for to Thee we cry,  In hope, O Lord, to Thee.
3
Teach us the lesson Thou hast taught:  To feel for those Thy blood hath bought,
That ev’ry word and deed and thought  May work a work for Thee.
4
All are redeemed, both far and wide,  Since Thou, O Lord, for all hast died.
Grant us the will and grace provide  To love them all in Thee!
5
In sickness, sorrow, want, or care,  May we each other’s burdens share;
May we, where help is needed, there  Give help as unto Thee!
6
And may Thy Holy Spirit move  All those who live to live in love
Till Thou shalt greet in heav’n above  All those who live in Thee.
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