THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT – March 15, 2026
WELCOME TO Our Savior Lutheran Church
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MISSION STATEMENT:  "See Christ Through Us"

Our Savior Lutheran Church members, through Christ, preach, teach, listen, learn, and live so the world sees Christ through us.

WELCOME: Let there be light! All our readings for this morning are concerned about God’s people seeing his wondrous works. Isaiah calls out to the blind among God’s people who sees God’s work but does not truly observe or appreciate them. Paul says that you were once in that darkness, but are now light in the Lord. Light comes to a man born blind as Jesus heals his sight and he displays spiritual light in the worship of Jesus. The Triune God enlightens are darkness through the light of Christ.
ENTRANCE PRAYER: “Lord, be our light when worldly darkness veils us; Lord, be our shield when earthly armor fails us; and in the day when hell itself assails us, grant us Your peace, Lord.. Amen (LSB 659:3)”
AS WE GATHER: “Therefore wherever the Christian Church is scattered abroad, among all sorts of people in the entire world, from East to the West, from the South to the North, it must be agreed and united on this point: it must recognize and hold Christ alone as its Light and must know and preach of Christ alone, as we, thank God, are doing here, directing our teaching, writing, and preaching to that end.” – Martin Luther
Order of Service – Divine Service, Setting One (pages 151-166)

Organ Prelude and Opening Announcements

Stand The Opening Hymn: “Rise, Shine, You People”
LSB #825
1
Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered
Our human story; God in Him is centered.
He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded,  With grace unbounded.
2
See how He sends the pow’rs of evil reeling;
He brings us freedom, light and life and healing.
All men and women, who by guilt are driven,  Now are forgiven.

3
Come, celebrate, your banners high unfurling,
Your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling.
To all the world go out and tell the story  Of Jesus’ glory.

4
Tell how the Father sent His Son to save us.
Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us.
Tell how the Spirit calls from ev’ry nation  His new creation.
© 1974 Augsburg Publishing House; admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013650.
The Invocation:
[Page 151]
[P]:
In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.

[C]:
Amen.

The Confession and Absolution of Sin
[Pages 151, Left Column]
[P]:
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

[C]:
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

[P]:
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

[C]:
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.

[P]:
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

[C]:
Amen.

Sit The Introit: (Psalm 27:4-6; antiphon: Psalm 25:15) 
[P]:
My eyes are ever toward the Lord, for he will pluck my feet out of the net.

[C]:
One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after:  that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his temple.

[P]:
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock.

[C]:
And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the Lord.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.
[P]:
My eyes are ever toward the Lord, for he will pluck my feet out of the net.
The Kyrie
[pages 152-153]
[P]:
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
[C]:
(sung) Lord, have mercy.

[P]:
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

[C]:
(sung) Lord, have mercy.

[P]:
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

[C]:
(sung) Lord, have mercy.

[P]:
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.

[C]:
(sung) Lord, have mercy.

[P]:
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
[C]:
(sung) Amen.

This Is the Feast
[omitted during Lent]


As the Church contemplates the pain and suffering that sin causes for us and for our Lord, we remove the songs of praise (Gloria in Excelsis/This is the Feast, Alleluia Verse, Post-Communion Canticle) until we praise our Lord for his resurrection.
The Salutation and Collect of the Day
[page 156]
[P]:
The Lord be with you.

[C]:
And also with you.

[P]: Let us pray. Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

[C]:
Amen.

The Old Testament Reading: (4th Sunday in Lent)
Isaiah 42:14-21
14
For a long time I have held my peace;



I have kept still and restrained myself;


now I will cry out like a woman in labor;



I will gasp and pant.

15
I will lay waste mountains and hills,



and dry up all their vegetation;


I will turn the rivers into islands,



and dry up the pools.

16
And I will lead the blind



in a way that they do not know,


in paths that they have not known



I will guide them.


I will turn the darkness before them into light,



the rough places into level ground.


These are the things I do,



and I do not forsake them.

17
They are turned back and utterly put to shame,



who trust in carved idols,


who say to metal images,



“You are our gods.”

18
Hear, you deaf,



and look, you blind, that you may see!

19
Who is blind but my servant,



or deaf as my messenger whom I send?


Who is blind as my dedicated one,



or blind as the servant of the Lord?

20
He sees many things, but does not observe them;



his ears are open, but he does not hear.

21
The Lord was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake,



to magnify his law and make it glorious.
[P]:
This is the Word of the Lord.

[C]:
Thanks be to God.

The Gradual: (Hebrews 12:2)

[C]:
[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus,




the founder and perfecter of our faith,


who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,


despising the shame,




and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

The Epistle:
Ephesians 5:8-14

8For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.  11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them.  12For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret.  13But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14for anything that becomes visible is light.  Therefore it says,

 
“Awake, O sleeper,



and arise from the dead,



and Christ will shine on you.”
[P]:
This is the Word of the Lord.

[C]:
Thanks be to God.

Stand The Alleluia: (Psalm 36:9)
[C]:
With you is the fountain of life; in your light do we see light.
The Holy Gospel
John 9:1-41
[P]:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter, beginning at the 1st verse.
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1As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth.  2And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work.  5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”  6Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva.  Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent).  So he went and washed and came back seeing.


8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”


13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.  14Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes.  15So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight.  And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.”  16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.”  But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?”  And there was a division among them.  17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?”  He said, “He is a prophet.”


18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 21 But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 (His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”)


24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out.


35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”  36He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?”  37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.”  38He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.  39Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.
 [P]:
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Sit The Sermon Hymn: “Go to Dark Gethsemane”
LSB #436
1
Go to dark Gethsemane,  All who feel the tempter’s pow’r;
Your Redeemer’s conflict see,  Watch with Him one bitter hour;
Turn not from His griefs away;  Learn from Jesus Christ to pray.
2
Follow to the judgment hall,  View the Lord of life arraigned;
Oh, the wormwood and the gall!  Oh, the pangs His soul sustained!
Shun not suff’ring, shame, or loss;  Learn from Him to bear the cross.

3
Calv’ry’s mournful mountain climb;  There, adoring at His feet,
Mark that miracle of time,  God’s own sacrifice complete.
“It is finished!” hear Him cry;  Learn from Jesus Christ to die.

4
Early hasten to the tomb  Where they laid His breathless clay;
All is solitude and gloom.  Who has taken Him away?
Christ is ris’n! He meets our eyes.  Savior, teach us so to rise.
Public domain
The Sermon: “Making Progress”
John 9:1-41
Stand The Nicene Creed
[page 158]

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.


And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

The Prayer of the Church
Sit The Offering/Hymn: “Word of God, Come Down on Earth”
LSB #545
1
Word of God, come down on earth,  

Living rain from heav’n descending;
Touch our hearts and bring to birth  Faith and hope and love unending.
Word almighty, we revere You;  Word made flesh, we long to hear You.
2
Word eternal, throned on high,  Word that brought to life creation,
Word that came from heav’n to die,  Crucified for our salvation,
Saving Word, the world restoring,  Speak to us, Your love outpouring.

3
Word that caused blind eyes to see,  

Speak and heal our mortal blindness;
Deaf we are: our healer be;  Loose our tongues to tell Your kindness.
Be our Word in pity spoken,  Heal the world, by sin now broken.

4
Word that speaks God’s tender love,  One with God beyond all telling,
Word that sends us from above,  God the Spirit, with us dwelling,
Word of truth, to all truth lead us;  Word of life, with one bread feed us.
© James Quinn; admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013650.
Stand The Offertory
[pages 159-160]
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The Preface
[pages 160-161]
[P]:
The Lord be with you.
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[P]:
Lift up your hearts.
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[P]:
Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
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[P]: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
The Sanctus
[page 161]
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The Lord's Prayer (prayed in unison)
[page 162, right column]
[P]:
Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

[C]:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.
The Words of Institution
[page 162, right column]
[P]:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”


In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

The Pax Domini
[page 163]
[P]:
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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The Agnus Dei
[page 163]
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Sit The Distribution
The Distribution Hymns

“When to Our World the Savior Came”
LSB #430
1
When to our world the Savior came  

The sick and helpless heard His name,
And in their weakness longed to see  The healing Christ of Galilee.
2
That good physician! Night and day  

The people thronged about His way;
And wonder ran from soul to soul,  

“The touch of Christ has made us whole!”

3
His praises then were heard and sung  

By opened ears and loosened tongue,
While lightened eyes could see and know  

The healing Christ of long ago.

4
Of long ago: yet living still,  Who died for us on Calv’ry’s hill;
Who triumphed over cross and grave,  

His healing hands stretched forth to save.

5
His sov’reign purpose still remains  

Who rose in pow’r, and lives and reigns;
Till ev’ry tongue confess His praise,  

The healing Christ of all our days.
© 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013650.

“Amazing Grace”
LSB #744
1
Amazing grace—how sweet the sound—  

That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found,  Was blind but now I see!

2
The Lord has promised good to me,  His Word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be  As long as life endures.

3
Through many dangers, toils, and snares  I have already come;
His grace has brought me safe thus far,  
His grace will lead me home.

4
Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail  And mortal life shall cease,
Amazing grace shall then prevail  In heaven’s joy and peace.

5
When we’ve been there ten thousand years,  

Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise   

Than when we’d first begun.
Public domain

“Awake, O Sleeper, Rise From Death”
LSB #697
1
Awake, O sleeper, rise from death,  And Christ shall give you light;
So learn His love, its length and breadth,  Its fullness, depth, and height.

2
To us on earth He came to bring  From sin and fear release,
To give the Spirit’s unity,  The very bond of peace.

3
Then walk in love as Christ has loved,  Who died that He might save;
With kind and gentle hearts forgive  As God in Christ forgave.

4
For us Christ lived, for us He died,  And conquered in the strife;
Awake, arise, go forth in faith,  And Christ shall give you life.
© 1984 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission. LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013650.
Stand The Post Communion Canticle:
LSB #937
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The Post-Communion Collect
[page 166]
[P]:
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children, but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
[C]:
Amen.
The Benediction
[page 166]
[P]:
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you (+) and give you peace.
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Chimes, Silent Prayer, Extra Announcements, and Postlude Music
Acknowledgments  Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book.   Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
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